
Planning for the future

Making a Will and appointing someone 
to make a decision for you if you can’t.

None of us can predict the future, but one of the best things we can do for our family is to be prepared.
You can plan for when you pass on by making a Will. A Will says what you want to happen to your 
money, property and belongings when you die.
A Will can also say where you want to be buried and who you want to look after any children in your 
care.
As well as making a Will, you can plan for when you can’t make your own decisions anymore while you 
are still alive (for example, because you suffer a brain injury or dementia or a stroke). You do this by 
making Powers of Attorney to appoint someone to make decisions (financial and lifestyle) for you; an 
Appointment of Medical Treatment Decision-Maker to appoint someone to make medical and dental 
decisions for you; or an Appointment of Supportive Attorney to appoint someone to support you in 
making your own decisions.
The Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service (VALS), together with Gilbert + Tobin (a law firm), is holding a free 
planning day for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people.1

At the planning day:
1. There will be an information session in the morning about Wills and Powers of Attorney.
2. In the afternoon, the lawyers may be able to meet with you and prepare your Will and/or Powers 

of Attorney and Appointment of Medical Treatment Decision-Maker documents for FREE (eligibility 
below).

The planning day will be held at: VALS Head Office, 273 High St, Preston, VIC, 3072
Thursday 20 and Thursday 27 October 2022 from 10:00am. 
To make an appointment, call the Civil Law and Human Rights team on (03) 9418 5999 or email 
civilsecretary@vals.org.au.
A VALS Civil lawyer will also be in attendance on both days to have a yarn and help you with any other 
legal issues you might have. 
1 Subject to a means test. If you are on a social security payment or low income, own a house of average value for your area and have less 
than $20,000 in saving or assets (in addition to your home) we can help you for free.

We acknowledge that this event is held on the Land of the Wurundjeri People. We pay our 
respect to them, their culture, and their Elders past and present.

Artwork around the border is by Gary Saunders, a Bangerang, Wiradjuri, Yorta Yorta and 
Dja Dja Wurrung man.


