Getting youth justice right s
Supporting our children to thrive o

The Victorian Government has a once in a generation opportunity to create a safer Victoria for everyone —
where every child is free to go to school, have a safe home to live in and be supported to learn from their
mistakes. Children belong in playgrounds and schools, never in prison cells.

Raise the minimum age of criminal responsibility to 14 years old
immediately, without exceptions

Establish just and safe youth bail tests

Poccum’s Law

Prohibit harmful detention practices

No new police powers

Divert more children away from the criminal legal system

Supporting and diverting more children away from the criminal legal system is the answer and will create
better outcomes for children, their families and communities as a whole. Responses to concerning
® behaviours must be trauma-informed, self-determined and centred in addressing the wellbeing of the child.

N o We urge the Victorian Government to hear our calls and
W, @ enact a Youth Justice Bill that is just and fair
oY


https://www.vals.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Poccums-Law.pdf
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Artwork by Dixon Patten, a proud Gunnai, Yorta Yorta, Gunditjmara and Dhudhuroa man.
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